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About the last of the seventeenth century, a small boy was found in Wales who could give no account of his parents or
himself, except that his first name was George. George manifested a fondness for music, and his friends surnamed him
Musick, as the word was then spelled. He emigrated to Virginia in the beginning of the eighteenth century, where he raised
five sons, viz.: Daniel, George, Alexis, Ephraim and Abraham. He also raised some daughters, but of these we know
neither the number nor names. Ephraim married a Miss Roy, and raised a family in Spottsylvania county. He raised two
daughters, one of whom married a Jenkins, and one a Cauthorn. He raised four sons, viz.: Abraham, John, Thomas R.
and Ephraim. Thomas R. Musick was born October 10, 1757. He joined the Baptist church, and commenced preaching at
about 17 years of age. He went to North Carolina during the Revolutionary War, where be married Mary Nevel. Thomas
served a part of the time in the American army. He removed to South Carolina in the year 1789, and in 1794, he removed
to Barren county. He visited Missouri several times while it was under the Spanish- government, and preached in St. Louis
county as early as the year 1797. While preaching there he was frequently threatened with violence. In the spring of 1804
he removed with his family to Missouri and settled in St. Louis county, one mile north of the present town of Bridgeton.
Shortly afterward he instituted Fee Fee Creek Baptist Church, which was doubtless the first Baptist church west of the
Mississippi river, of which he was pastor for many years. In the year of 1823 or 1824 his wife Mary died at home in St.
Louis county. After the death of his wife, he made his home at the house of his nephew, Ury Musick, a son of Abraham
Musick. He continued to preach in various parts of Missouri and Illinois until a short time previous to his death, which
occurred on the 2d of December, 1842, at the house of Ury Musick. The family of Thomas consisted of three sons and six
daughters, viz.; William, Nancy, Lewis, Mary, Charlotte, Sarah, Drucilla, Joyce and Thomas. William died at seven or eight
years of age, and Thomas at sixteen; all the others lived to be grown and married. Lewis Musick was born the lst day of
February, 1784. He came with his father to Missouri in 1804, and married Nancy Martin, who died some years afterward,
after which he married Mary Fitzwater. Lewis removed to Pike county in the fall of 1819, and from there to Audrain county
in the spring of 1839. From Missouri he went to California, starting on the 15th of April, 1849. He died in Sacramento
Valley, October 27, 1849. He was engaged in trading in live stock during the greater part of his life, and in the course of his
business, was occupied in driving horses and cattle in various directions, all the way from Texas to Selkirk's colony on
North Red river. Lewis raised ten children: Lawson T., Elvira, Lafrenier C., Mary Ann, Charlotte M., Sarah T., Thomas R.,
Ephraim L., James J., and Mandana A. Lafrenier was born in St. Louis county on the 29th day of July, 1815, and married
Jane D. Hayden. He joined the Baptist church in March, 1833, commenced preaching immediately afterward, and was
ordained in October, 1835.
John Fike, Sr., of Chatham county, N. C., had Aaron, James, John, Jr., and Nathan. John, Jr., married Mary Rowe, and
settled in Ralls county, Mo., in 1817. They had Sally, Hastings, Elizabeth, Aussy H., Nelson, Dillard, Robert, Martha A., and
Lucy. Aussy H. married Mary Thompson, and they had a son named John, who married Virginia Fish. Aussy H. Fike was
married the second time to Mary Tipton. Martha A. married William Powell, of Montgomery county, and after his death she
married William H. Martin, of Audrain county. Lucy married Caleb Martin, of that county. Nelson, Son of John Pike, Sr.,
married Mary J. Hughes, and settled in Montgomery county. Dillard, his brother, married the widow McConnell, whose
maiden name was Ann Scott. Robert married Mecha Holmes, and was afterward killed by lightning.
Josiah Fuget, of Virginia, settled first in Kentucky, and removed from there to Missouri in 1836. He married Jane Musick,
and they had Jonathan, Sally, Josiah,. Elizabeth, Ellen, Hiram, Polly, Hattie, James, Louisiana, Virginia and Nancy.
Jonathan Crouch, of Bath county, Ky., was of German descent. He married Hannah Wells, and they had Joseph, Isaac,
Jonathan, Andrew, James and Rebecca. Joseph was drafted in the War of 1812, but obtained his exemption papers
because he walked in his sleep. He married Nancy Murie, of Kentucky, and they had Thomas, Frank, Ellen and William, all
of whom came with their parents to Missouri in 1823, and settled in Ralls county, where they remained 13 years, and then
removed to Montgomery county. Thomas married Louisiana Fuget, and they had 10 children. He served as justice of the
peace for 16 years. Frank married Nancy J Johnson. Ellen was married first to Hiram Fuget, and second to Samuel Davis.
William was married first to Phoebe A. McDaniel and second to Sally Lovelace. All of the above live in Audrain and
Montgomery counties.
At an election held in Cuivre township in 1840, the following persons voted for President and Vice-President of the United
States. They were the early settlers of the township: -
Samuel Still, James Field, Wm. Sox, Jr., Jno. H. Middleton, Samuel Nourse, Meredith Still, Matthew Smith, Armstead
Sims, Francis Wisdom, Fielding Middleton, Lewis Music, L. C. Music, Miles Johnson, M. H. Smith, Thompson Brooks,
Josiah Fuget, Robert Iler, David Davis, Coonrod Ensley, John J. Jackson, Wm. Sox, Sr.,
Jacob Hardinger, Charles Sox, Jackson Sox, Samuel Sox, James Strawberry, Christian Strawberry, Wm. Straub,
Thomas Norris, Simon Davis, Thomas Crouch, Landon T. Music. 
The following are some of the settlers of 1845 : -
Rev. Wm. B. Douglass; Spencer Davis; Wm. H. Clark, native of Virginia; John A. Coil, Kentucky; John Lakin, Kentucky; B.
B. Hall, Virginia; Samuel Birch ; Dorris Lawton, Kentucky ; Thomas Lawton, Kentucky; John Lawton, Kentucky; John
Lawton, Jr., Kentucky; Andrew Hays; Richard P. Adams, Alabama; James Reid; Alvin Cobb; Martin Vaughan; Haden



Smith, Monroe county; John A. Reid, Callaway county: Laban T. Brown, Kentucky; Alfred Petty, Kentucky; Sanford
Jameson; David J. Fort, Kentucky; Alexander Reid, Kentucky; Coulbourn Brown, Kentucky; Shelby Clark, Callaway
county; Samuel Brown, Kentucky; St. Clair Wilburn. The last named five are now living.

VANDALIA

Twenty-three miles east of Mexico, and 27 miles west of Louisiana and the Mississippi river, on the Chicago and Alton
Railway, is Vandalia, a town of 800 souls, and the most important trading and shipping point between the cities named. It
is 30 miles distant from Hannibal, on the north, the same distance from Montgomery City on the south, and has in all
directions a splendid farming country, rich in grasses, grain fields, herds and farm improvements, and abundantly capable
of giving impulse to a city of 4,000 people. The town was laid out in 1870 by Aaron McPike, Judge Caldwell, Amos Ladd
and Col. Haden, is substantially and tastefully built and besides a fortunate location, has two newspapers, three pretty
churches, a substantial and attractive school building, a steam flouring mill and two steam grain elevators, an
encampment and lodge of Odd Fellows, a Masonic lodge, and flourishing organizations of the A. O. U. W. and Good
Templars. Vandalia is a strong commercial town, the trade in general merchandise, lumber, hardware and farming
machinery being very heavy for a town of this class. From 300,000 to 400,000 bushels of grain are annually shipped by the
Alton road from this point, the yearly export of live stock closely approximating 275 car loads, and it is probably within the
bounds to estimate the total yearly trade of the city, in all lines, at $600,000. Vandalia enjoys a high measure of prosperity
in all departments. The municipality is out of debt, with a surplus in the treasury. The merchants are generally substantial
men of prime ability and credit, carry large stocks, discount their bills of credit and do business by the best modern
methods. The trade of the town is annually increasing by about 25 per cent, and everything about the city indicates solid
and permanent thrift.
The first three houses in the town were erected by Aaron McPike, and constructed of lumber hauled from Louisiana, a
distance of 36 miles. The first building completed was used as a business house -general store - by King & Bros., who
were the pioneer merchants. The next general stock was opened by Pearson & Jeffries. Riney & Bro., operated the first
drug store. Charles Hart was the first blacksmith. Martin Collins opened the first hotel, and was the first car- bellter in the
town. John Keisel was the first shoemaker and Dr. H.
S. Walrath, the first physician. Dr. Walrath's wife taught the first school. The first death was that of Charles Hart, the
blacksmith. Judge Foster preached the first sermon. The town has been improving rapidly since 1878. It was incorporated
in 1874, and was organized in 1880, as a city of the fourth class. Among the early business men of the town were:
Pearson & Jeffries, Rose & Parker, B. J. Riney, C. P. Pearson, Canter & Co., K. A. Laird, Worsham & Johnson, Beshears
& Hart, Purse, Parker & McPike, J. P. Ladd, Rice Bros.

NEWSPAPERS

There are two newspapers in Vandalia. This fact is sufficient of itself to show that the people of the town and vicinity are a
reading, reflecting people, and that they believe in supporting and encouraging newspapers.
One of these papers - the Vandalia Leader - was established in 1875, by J. Linn Ladd, who ran it till April, 1876, when he
sold to B. W. Morrow. In the spring of 1877, Mr. Ladd repurchased the paper, and continued to be its proprietor until the
winter of 1881, when he sold to White & Simpson. White & Emmons succeeded White & Simpson; White & Emmons
were succeeded by Mr. Emmons, and in May, 1883, Emmons sold to Thos. R. Dodge & Son, who are now the
proprietors.
The Argus was started in May, 1883, by Port. A. Emmons, the first issue appearing on the 24th day of that month. They
are both excellent country papers, and are Democratic in politics. *

* See Biographical Department of this work.

DANIEL'S BANK

C. G. Daniel, in January, 1883, succeeded Mays & Buckhartt, who had for some time operated a private bank up to that
date.
Official statement of the financial condition of Daniel's Bank, at Vandalia, State of Missouri, at the close of business on the
25th day of August, 1888.

Resources: -
Loans undoubtedly good on personal or collateral security $37,849 58
Overdrafts by solvent customers 1,250 15
Due from other banks, good on sight draft 24,821 75
Furniture and fixtures 800 00
Checks and other cash items 3,058 35
Bills of National Banks and legal tender United States notes 2,705 00
Gold coin 1,644 50
Silver coin 245 20
Total $72,374 48
Liabilities: -
Capital stock paid in $5,000 00
Surplus funds on hand 1,747 00
Deposits subject to draft-at sight 48,856 48
Deposits subject to draft at given dates 18,771 00
Total $72,374 48 
STATE OF MISSOURI, }
COUNTY OF AUDRAIN. }
I, C. G. DANIEL, owner of said banking business, do solemnly swear that the above statement is true to the best of my
knowledge and belief. C. G. DANIEL.
Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 4th day of September, A. D., eighteen hundred and eighty-three.
[L. S.] WITNESS my hand and notarial seal hereto affixed, at office in Vandalia, the date aforesaid.
(Commissioned and qualified for a term expiring 5th May, 1886.)



W. ELLIS, Notary Public.

This statement makes a good financial showing, especially for a bank which has been so recently established.
We take the following from the Leader of a recent date -

VANDALIA'S GROWTH

The growth of a town is indicated by the nature of the country surrounding it, and it is not the town, usually, that springs up
like a mushroom, that develops into a point of commercial interest.. The town that grows gradually as the country
progresses is the place that grows into prominence.
Vandalia was laid out as a town in 1872 and incorporated in 1875, containing 640 acres, since which time it has sustained
a gradual growth-a growth which has been a pride to its founders. Taking into consideration the absence of manufactories
and other matters which excite the attention of capital, its advancement has been marvelous. Being of this character, it of
course has had to depend upon the development and success of agriculture, which, so far, has proved to be equal to the
occasion; and for the past eight years the advancement in agricultural interests has, indeed, been wonderful; and to-day
these. interests indicate far greater gains for the future. With an enterprising class of farmers who push their business
with their own hands, own their lands and promptly pay their taxes, the community is bound to prosper.
The prosperity of the past two years has doubled the population of the town and brought thousands of dollars into the
community; and the present season is yet more encouraging. Property in that time has advanced 15 per cent, while taxes
have decreased. No town in the State with the same advantages can begin to compare with it, as the shipments and
receipts will plainly show : -

GRAIN

Following are the number of cars of grain shipped from August 1, 1882, to August 1, 1883:

August 42
September 21
October 27
November 148
December 116
January 76
February 68.
March 104
April 31
May 68
June 20
July 22
Total 743

STOCK

Stock shipped from August 1, 1882, to August 1, 1883:
August 21
September 22
October 21
November 16
December 27
January 40
February 44
March 15
April 3
May 17
June 14
July 25
Total 263

Below will also be found statistics of business for 1883, as published in the Argus of January 19, 1884 :
We find that about 50 buildings were erected in 1883, at a cost of about $20,000, as near as it could be calculated, a large
portion going to pay the mechanics of our city, who are an excellent class of hard working citizens, and yet there is a great
cry for residences, and at least 25 dwellings could be rented at a fair price in the next three months. 
The following amounts show the mercantile trade of the town from January 1, 1883, to January 1, 1884, and other
business : -

Dry goods $68,639 27
Groceries 58,960 39
Drugs, medicines, etc. 22,500 00
Hardware 43,500 00
Lumber 36,390 00
Bakery and confectionery 2,944 40
Blacksmithing and woodwork 6,700 00
Harness and saddlery 3,050 00
Barbering 1,706 00
Tailoring 1,200 00
Millinery and dressmaking 2,285 00
Sewing machines 2,433 00
Livery business 5,060 00



Total $225,337 97

The above is the sum total of the mercantile trade with the exception of a grocery firm, furniture house, two hotels and two
printing offices, which would probably swell the sum to $245,437.00.

INSURANCE

Amount of premiums earned, 1883 $1,850 00
Amount of policies carried in nine different companies . 109,652 00

Our public school has been Wonderfully increased in the meantime, necessitating the addition of a fourth room. The
number of pupils enrolled are as follows : -
Room No.1 80
Room No. 2 40
Room No.8 82
Room No.4 81
Total 188

The school, we are pleased to say, is in splendid working order and reflects great credit upon the excellent corps of
teachers in charge.
The grain and stock shipments for December, 1883, are as follows : -

Number cars grain 189
Number cars stock 19
The heaviest, freight shipped during the year for one month was made dur-
ing December, the total weight being 6,014,865
Total freight receipts for same month $8,800.00
Freight received during the same month, weight 435,880
Freight charges on same $559.33
Ticket receipts, same month 574.65

LODGES

Vandalia Triple Alliance, Camp No. 79-Was organized November 10, 1883. The charter members were P. A. Emmons, J.
K. Mateer, G. W. Pigg, E. D. Harrison, W. P. Layne, R. T. Seltzer, W. H. Bland, A. B. Johnson, B. M. Gains, S. J. Bland, C.
P. Hawkins, H. S. Greer, Mrs. R. J. Hawkins, Mrs. M. J. Harrison, Mrs. W. B. Johnson, Mrs. Galloway, Silas Hendrix, J. T.
Sharp, R. S. Pearson and H. A. Gass. Officers-P. A. Emmons, P. ; J. K. Mateer, K.; G. W. Pigg, C. C.; H. S. Greer, C. G.;
R. T. Seltzer, Sergt.; W. P. Layne, 1st Lieut.; C. P. Hawkins, 2d Lieut.; J. T. Sharp, Sec'y; A. B. Johnson, Treas.

Vandalia Lodge No. 491, A. F. and A. M. -This lodge was organized October 27, 1875, with the following charter members:
J. H. Bird, R. R. Bird, W. A. Flynn, J. M. Boyden, J. F. Crawford, J. Rose, W. O. Shannon, S. Himan, H. C. Fletcher, Wm.
Brown, John .Naysmith, B. W. B. Madison, J. M. Beshears and several others whose names were not recorded on the
minutes. Officers-R. R. Bird, W. M. ; J. H. Bird, S. W.; W. A. Flynn, J. W.; J. F. Crawford, Treas.; J. M. Beshears, Secy.;
H. C. Fletcher, tyler. November 6, 1876 -K. A. Laird, W. M.; J. H. Thole, S. W.; W. H. McFarland, J. W.; J. F. Crawford,
Treas. ; J. W. Boyden, Secy.; W. P. Warford, S., D. D. H. Merrell, J. D.; H. A. Thole, tyler. June 25, 1877-K. A. Laird, W.
M.; J. H. Thole, S. W.; W. P. Warford, J. W.; J. F. Crawford, Treas.; W. A. Flynn, Secy.; H. A. Thole, S. D.; Jesse Irvin, J.
D. ; Bros. Wells and Bland, stewards; J. W. Boyden, tyler. June 24, 1878-J. H. Thole, W. M.; H. A. Thole, S. W.; S. D. Ely,
J. W.; D. L. S. Bland; Treas.; W. A. Flynn, Secy.; E. H. Allison, S. D.; Thomas Cowley, J. D.; W. A. Harris and D. P.
Daniels, stewards; J. M. Boyden, tyler. June 24, 1879 - R. R. Bird, W. M.; D. L. S. Bland, S. W.; S. D. Ely, J. W.; K. A.
Laird, Treas.; W. A. Flynn, Secy.; W. A. Harris, S. D.; E. H. Allison, J. D.; H. A. Thole, tyler; Daniel and J. W. Hughes,
stewards. June 24, 1880- J. H. Thole, W. M.; S. D. Ely, S. W.; E. H. Allison, J. W.; W. A. Flynn was elected secretary but
was never installed; G. H. Smith, P. T.; K. A. Laird, Treas.; H. A. Thole, S. D.; W. A. Harris, J. D.; T. B. Cowley, tyler.
December 27, 1881 - S. D. Ely, W. M.; E. H. Allison, S. W.; J. F. Crawford, J. W.; K. A. Laird, Treas.; J. B. Madison, Secy.;
J. H. Thole, S. D.; Jesse Irvin, J. D.; W. A. Harris, tyler. June 27, 1882-Jeremiah Rose, W. M.; E. H. Allison, S. W.; S. W.
Harris, J. W.; K. A. Laird, Treas.; G. H. Smith, Secy.; J. H. Laird, S. D.; D. D. Graffort, J. D.; W. H. Watson, tyler. The lodge
numbers fifty-two members. 
Vandalia Lodge, A. O. U. W. - Was organized August 29, 1878, with the following charter members: Geo. H. Smith, J. Linn
Ladd, J. W. Balthrope, Jno. Pence, Jno. Schultz, H. H. Zumwalt, J. H. Thole, Jno. Hughes, J. C. Parrish, H. C. Hufhines, A.
I. Satterlee, M. C. Pearson, C. P. Pearson, A. W. Robinson, W. H. McFarland, H. H. Johnson. Officers for 1,878- Jno. H.
Thole, P. M. W.; R. H. Johnson, M. W.; Geo. H. Smith, G. F.; W. H. McFarland, O.; J. Lion Ladd, recorder; J. W. Balthrope,
guide; Geo. W. Parker, receiver; J. W. Hughes, I. W.; Jno. M. Beshears, O. W. Officers for 1879- G. H. Smith, M. W.; .J.
H. Thole, G. F.; A. I. Satterlee, O. ; J. W. Balthrope, G. ; J. L. Ladd, Rec'd.; J. C. Parrish, Fin.; G. W. Parker, Rec. ; Henry
Clay Hufhines, I. W.; H. H. Zumwalt, O. W. Officers for 1880-H. M. Myers, P. M. W.; J. F. Crawford, M. W.; C. Blackburn,
G. F.; W. Ellis, O.; A. W. Robinson, Fin. ; H. T. Davis, Rec'd. ; Geo. W. Daniel, G. ; J. Linn Ladd, Rec.; E. D. Wells, O. W.;
J. B. Balthrope, I. W.; Dr. Bland, Phys. Officers for 1881 -J. F. Crawford, P. M. W.; C. Blackburn, M. W.; Geo. Smith, G. F.;
W. Ellis, O.; J. Linn Ladd, Rec'd.; C. P. Pearson, F.; J. W. Balthrope, Rec.; E. D. Wells, Guide; W. A. Harris, I. W.; R. H.
Johnson, O. W. Officers for 1882. - C.. Blackburn, P. M. W.; C. G. Daniel, M. W.; Wm. W. Watkins, G. F.; W. A. Harris,
O.; S. D. Ely, Rec'd; R. S. Alcoke, Rec.; C. P. Pearson, Fin.; Ed. Tawler, guide; J. E. Eddleman, I. W.; O. P. Turner, O.
W.; Dr. Bland, Phys. Officers for 1883- C. G. Daniel, P. WM.; R. S. Alcoke, W. M.; M. C. Pearson, G. F.; W. A. Harris, O.;
Ed. F. Towler, G.; S. D. Ely, Rec'd.; R. H. Johnson, Rec.; C. P. Pearson, Fin.; C. W. Dickerson, I. W.; J. M. Culbertson, O.
W. 
Vandalia Lodge, No. 335, I. O. O. F. - Was organized May 19, 1876. Charter members -M. C. Pearson, E. H. Signor, Geo.
W. Signor, C. G. Canter, Henry L. Hart. Officers, first term, 1876- Eli H. Signor, N. G.; M. C. Pearson, V. G.; J. P. Ladd,
Sec.; C. G. Daniel, P. Sec.; J. H. Thole, Treas., Officers, second term, 1877- M. C. Pearson, N. G.; J. P. Ladd, V. G.; J. M.
Boyden, Sec.; C. P. Pearson, P. Sec.; C. G. Daniel, Treas. Officers, third term, 1878- T. L. Easley, N. G.; C. P. Pearson,
V. G.; J. Linn Ladd, Sec. & P. Sec.; C. G. Daniel, Treas. Fourth term, 1879-C. P. Pearson, N. G.; E. P. King, V. G.; C. G.
Daniel, Sec. & P. Sec.; M. C. Pearson, Treas. Fifth term, 1879-C. G. Daniel, N. G.; J. L. King, V. G.; G. W. Pin, Sec. and



P. Sec.; Jesse Barnett, Treas. Sixth term, 1880-J. L. King, N. G.; G. W. Pigg, V. G.; E. P. King, Sec. and P. Sec.; B. J.
Riney, treasurer. Seventh term, 1881 -G. W. Pigg, N. G.; E. P. King, V. G..; B. J. Riney, Sec, and P. Sec. ; C. P. Pearson,
treasurer. Eighth term, 1882 -E. P. King, N. G.; W. A. Mason, V. G. ; D. Satterlee, Sec. ; M. C. Pearson, Treas. Ninth term,
1882- J. M. Culbertson, N. G. Demas Satterlee, V. G. ; W. W. Watkins, Sec. ; C. G. Daniel, treasurer. Present Officers,
term 1883- Demas Satterlee, N. G. W. W. Watkins, V. G. ; O. W. Pigg, Sec. ; M. C. Pearson, treasurer. C. P. Pearson, G.
L. D. 
Covenant Encampment, No. 82, I. O. O. F.- Vandalia, Missouri, was organized May 18, 1877. Charter members - M. C.
Pearson, C. G. Daniel, J. M. Boyden, E. H. Signor, C. M. Fry, E. P. King, J. L. King, J. H. Thole, C. G. Canter. Officers
elected 1877 - C. G. Canter, C. P. ; M. C. Pearson, H. P. ; E. H. Signor, S .W.; J.H. Thole, .J. W. ; C. M. Fry, scribe ; J. M.
Boyden, Treas. 1878 - T. L. Easley, C. P. ; J. P. Ladd, II. P. ; C. P. Pearson, S. W. Jesse Barnett,. J. W. ; G. W. Pigg,
scribe ; M. C. Pearson, Treas., 1879-C. P. Pearson, C. P. ; James M. Boyden, H. P. ; G. W. Pigg, S. W.; M. C. Pearson,
J. W.; E. P. King, scribe; J. L. King, Treas. 1880-G. W. Pigg, C. P.; M. C. Pearson, H. P.; J. L. King, S. W. ; C. G. Daniel,
J. W. ; J. M. Beshears, scribe; ,Jesse Barnett, Treas. Fifth term - M. C. Pearson, C. P.; J. L. King, H. P.; C. G. Daniel, S.
W.; J. M. Beshears, J. W.; Jesse Barnett, scribe; C. P. Pearson, Treas.; G. W. Pigg, D. D. G. P. Sixth term - J. L. King, C.
P.; C. G. Daniel, H. P.; J. M. Beshears, S. W.; Jesse Barnett, J. W. ; C. P. Pearson, scribe; G. W. Pigg, Treas. Seventh
term - C. P. Pearson, C. P.; J. M. Beshears, H. P.; Jesse Barnett, S. W.; M. C. Pearson, J. W.; E. P. King, scribe; J. L.
King, Treas. Present officers-M. C. Pearson, C. P.; E. P. King, H. P.; Jesse Barnett, S. W.; J. M. Beshears, J. W.; C. P.
Pearson, scribe; C. G. Daniel, Treas.; G. W. Pigg, D. D. G. P.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Vandalia Public School was organized under the village act in April, 1880. The following gentlemen were elected as
members of the Board of Education: Mr. S. D. Ely, Pres. ; Hon. C. G. Daniel, clerk; J. F. Crawford, Treas.; D. L. S. Bland,
M. D., Capt. R. S. Alcoke and B. F. Warford. A fine brick school-house, costing about $5,000, was erected, and H. A.
Gass and Geo. D. Bowman were employed to take charge of the school.
The enrollment for the first year was 164.
The next term, beginning September, 1881, was given to H. A. Gass and Misses Nannie Pulis and Maggy Torreyson. The
enrollment this year was 180.
In September, 1882, H. A. Gass again took charge of the school, with Misses Maggy Torreyson and Mamie Clark as
assistants. Miss Clark resigned at Christmas, and Mr. L. P. Crigler was employed for the remainder of the term.
Enrollment for the year, 206.
September, 1883, H. A. Gass, with Mr. H. T. Martin and Miss Torreyson, again took charge of the school. So far the
enrollment is 190, and the school has become so crowded that it was necessary to have another teacher. The board,
therefore, selected Miss Anna Rodney to take charge of the fourth room.
The school is thoroughly graded, and we are confident that it is doing excellent work.
There have been but two changes made in the board since its organization under the village act - Mr. B. F. Warford moved
away, and his place was filled by Mr. Cash Blackburn, who has since been clerk of the board; Mr. J. F. Crawford also
moved away, and Mr. J. M. Culbertson was appointed in his place.
This we believe to be one of the best school boards in the State. Under their management the school has grown rapidly,
and in a year or two it will be necessary to build an addition to the house. They are libera1 with their teachers, and give
them all the assistance in their power.
There is also a good colored school in operation in the town.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

The Argus (weekly), Port. A. Emmons, proprietor; J. W. Balthrope, saloon; C. Blackburn & Bro., druggists; Dalzell L. S.
Bland, physician; Thomas Binkley, shoe-maker; J. M. Culbertson, grain elevator; Charles G. Daniel, lawyer and banker;
Ely & Utteback hardware; L. M. Burgess, barber; J. H. Thole, blacksmith; R. O Neeley, contractor; J. H. Terrill, physician;
Mrs. G. D. Martin, millinery; J. M. Evans, furniture; I. Roland, produce; S. U. Branstetter, grocer; Bratton, grocer; W. E.
Riney, livery; Jesse Barnett, livery; J. D. Hanna, live stock dealer; W. R. Gwillim, harness and saddlery; Jno. V. Kisel,
shoe-maker; Geo. W. Daniel, grain dealer; Pearson & Bro., general store; Lewellyn & Coontz, lumber; Riney, Roberts &
Co., general store; Alfred W. Robinson, druggist, Jno. A. Smith, general store ; C. E. Blain, saloon and billiards; Daniel &
Towler, dry goods; Vandalia House, Abraham L. Liter, proprietor; Wm. W. Watkins, justice of the peace, notary public, real
estate agent and lawyer; Whittaker & Hendrix, blacksmith; Mrs. L. E. Pigg, millinery store; A. Eddleman, grocer; A. Sickles,
blacksmith; J. R. Pitzer, grocer; Mrs. D. E. Barnett, millinery; K A. Laird & Son, general merchandise; Phillip Forbach,
boots and shoes; H. S. Greer, lumber; W. A. Harris, marshal and livery; C B. Jamison, barber; August A. Hesse, tailor; J.
T. Sharp, dentist, J. R. Bratton, _______; The Leader (weekly), T. R. Dodge & Son, proprietors; F. Leigle, Central Hotel;
Jno. K. Mateer, hardware; A. Mergell, baker; Hisey & James, grain elevator; John C. Parrish, physician.

FARBER

is a station on the Chicago & Alton Railroad, eighteen miles north-east of Mexico, the county seat, and 142 miles from St.
Louis.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

T.K. Gilliland, postmaster; Day & Gilliland, general store; Minor, Crow & Lee, general store; Martin & Llewellyn, drugs ;
Crow & Sutton, drugs ; Isaac Kilby, furniture; A. W. Thomas, black-smith; Wm. Kinker, blacksmith; W. Riney, blacksmith;
Mrs. Earhart, Farber Hotel ; J. A. Elzea, hotel; S. C. Adams, physician; W. E. White, physician ; _______ Blount,
physician.

 


